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Dear Friends in Banff and King Edward  

But now the Lord who created you, O LǎǊŀŜƭΣ ǎŀȅǎΥ 5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀŦǊŀƛŘΣ ŦƻǊ L ƘŀǾŜ 
ransomed you; I have called you by name; you are mine.  When you go through 
deep waters and great trouble, I will be with you. When you go through rivers of 
difficulty, you will not drown!...  For I am the Lord your God, your Saviour, the Holy 
One of Israel [Isaiah 43 v1-3]. 

I was thinking of these words, as the rains came down heavily last weekend. 
Bridges closed, fields flooded, roads broken up, travel arrangements wiped out 
and more ς no doubt many problems for farmers, businesses, people; church 
services were affected ς the ǇǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊȅΩǎ ǇǊŀƛǎŜ ƴƛƎƘǘ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇƻǎǘǇƻƴŜŘΦ  

I was on standby to take over from Vera for 
Sunday services if she could not get 
through, but she bravely made it ς as did 
many to church one way or another.  

Often when major problems occur, we 
wonder at the time how we are going to 
get through this, but somehow make it 
through, and sometimes can look back  
later and see how God helped us, 

encouraged us, supported us, often through people around us, and gave us Spirit 
to keep going. Yes there are times insoluble disaster happens, in our or loved 
ƻƴŜǎΩ ƭƛǾŜǎΣ ƻǊ ƛƴ ƻur community, but that is the nature of the world we live in; 
floods do happen, evil or illness does occur. But we can trust that whatever we 
are facing, God will be with us, if we let Him accompany us, listen for guidance 
and share together. We can think of the times Jesus calmed disciples in storms by 
His presence and guidance, and they journeyed forwards together.  

I hope our farmers at this harvest time 
were not too seriously affected; and that 
much of the harvest was got in one way 
or another? On Sunday coming we 
celebrate harvest, and however it has 
been this year, we thank God for the 
blessings we have been given, ask His 
help for the troubles yet to come, and 

seek to share his bounties with others. This year in our school harvest assembly at 
King Edward and in messy church in Banff we thought about the issues that are 
human in origin, especially climate change, and how itΩs for all of us to respond 
and do our bit. 
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On the cover are two photos of people who have responded positively in 
different ways to challenges. Eleanor Wilson has battled cancer bravely and 
gracefully, and no doubt many other storms which her fisherman husband passed 
through. Last month Eleanor was rightly awarded the Banff Quaich for 
outstanding voluntary service to our community. She has been a light for us 
amidst many a storm and we thank God for her. In a different way, many were 
uplifted by KidZone MadhatterΩs tea party and show. Such events do not come 
without a great deal of effort, stress, tension, and more. But like so many such 
ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ Ψƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭƭ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘ/dayΩ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ Ŝƴjoyed the 
shows. Hopefully the stresses involved quickly faded into the background, and 
people remain uplifted by holding on to the good created and shared - for it was 
memories of such past events that encouraged the efforts this time.  

Our churches periodically face mini storms when for example key people retire or 
ƭŜŀǾŜΦ .ŀƴŦŦ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƘƻǊǘƭȅ ΨƭƻǎŜΩ Elinor and Charlie Smith to their new home further 
south. ItΩs good news for them and their family, but a sadness for our church as 
they have been real stalwarts behind much that has gone on for years. Elinor has 
been an inspiring, hard working Session Clerk leading us forward in many 
initiatives, and supporting us all in many ways unseen. Charlie has been an 
excellent chairperson of our children and family work group, safeguarding officer, 
communion elder and much more. They will be a big loss, and we are praying 
how best to succeed them, but we thank them wholeheartedly and pray for them 
ŀƭƭ DƻŘΩǎ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎΦ YƛƴƎ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƭǎƻ ŦŀŎŜǎ ǇŜǊƛƻŘƛŎ ǎǘƻǊƳǎΤ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ have 
just heard that Eveline Finnie has decided to retire as an Elder, on account of 
health grounds. We have greatly valued EvelineΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ƎƭŀŘ ǎƘŜ 
ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƭƛŦŜΦ ²Ŝ ǇǊŀȅ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ 
her and Doug. 

Storms will continue to come, in church life, not least because we are all getting 
older, and we cannot keep running church the way it was. We will have to adapt 
and see how best to keep ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ƛƴ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜΦ  .ŀƴŦŦ kirk session for 
example deŎƛŘŜŘ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ƭŜǘ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ΨǎǘƻǊƳǎΩ ŘŜǘŜǊ ǳǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǾƻǘŜŘ ǳƴŀƴƛƳƻǳǎƭȅ ǘƻ 
progress with our explorations into how best to modernise our church and halls 
for the future benefit of our church and community, especially generations to 
come. King Edward Kirk Session in its own way is taking the risk of trying again to 
have a fun nativity on Christmas eve. Whether we need big or small steps, I hope 
ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊΣ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ DƻŘΩǎ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΣ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ŀƴŘ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ǘƻ 
face whatever lies ahead, trusting He knows you and will be with you, even 
when you cannot see Him. 

Yours faithfully,   David 
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Banff and King Edward Parish Churches 
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Children and Family Worker: Mrs. Karen Cumming   Tel: 07484 090127 

Pastoral Assistant: Vera Lumsden      Tel: 07890 865931 
email: veralumsden53@gmail.com 

Church Office: 01261 818211  
email: info@banffparishchurchofscotland.co.uk 

 
 

Presentation of Banff Quaich to 
church stalwart 

If ȅƻǳΩǾŜ been reading the Banffie recently, 
you may have spotted a familiar face in the 
headlines! Eleanor Wilson, well-known in 
Banff and especially in King Edward church, 
has been awarded this ȅŜŀǊΩǎ Banff Quaich for 
outstanding voluntary service in the 
community.  

Eleanor has used her skills and time tirelessly 
and generously to benefit our communities 
for over 50 years. For many years she was of 
course our much-loved organist and 
choirmistress at King Edward Church, as well as being President of King Edward 
Guild. She supported King Edward School, leading singing practice with the 
children every week, as well as playing periodically at Banff Parish Church and 
regularly in care homes and local hospitals, for choirs, dancing lessons, 
weddings, funerals and much more. 

The quaich was originally donated by Banff Churches Together and so it is 
particularly wonderful to see it presented to such a valued, faithful and 
inspiring member of our church and community. Well done and prayerful best 
wishes to you and your family, Eleanor! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The deadline for the December/January/February 
issue of the Bridge is 5pm on Thursday 14th 
November. Please send your contributions to 

TheBridgeBAKE@outlook.com 
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Buildings Update 

This statement was read out in church on two Sundays to update the 
congregation on action the Kirk Session is taking regarding our buildings. If you 
have any questions, please speak to one of the church Elders in the first place. 

Over the last few months, the Kirk Session and its property committee have been 
carefully considering the suitability of our church and halls for mission and usage 
for the future. Plans for minor adaptations to our halls were put on hold as we 
explored what else needs to be done for the future. There have, for example, 
been views that our toilets and kitchens and maybe entrances need extensive 
upgrading. 

At the Kirk Session meeting on 4th September, there was unanimous support for 
taking this further by engaging in an extensive, in-depth professional review of 
what is required for now and the future. We want to meet the spiritual and 
worship needs of our church for years to come as well as work in partnership with 
local organisations to meet identified needs and help create a vibrant community 
with our church at the centre, recognising JesusΩ command to love thy neighbour. 

¸ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ŀǎƪ ά²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜŀƴ ŦƻǊ ƴƻǿΚέ 

Firstly, we are asking two firms of architects to sketch out possibilities for our 
church and halls and possible sources of finance. These are firms that have 
extensive experience of working on church buildings and are recommended by 
the central Church of Scotland with whom we will continue to work closely. Once 
this work is completed, we will be considering which of the drawings and options 
best fits our needs and finances. 

{ŜŎƻƴŘƭȅΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀ άǾƛǎƛƻƴƛƴƎ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜέ ǘƻ ƛƴŦƻǊƳ ŀƴy designs for the future. 
This means that we are asking a broad range of people from our church and from 
the community for their views on topics such as what does our church stand for, 
what characteristics would you like to see develop, how can we support 
community development for all ages etc. 

Once we have done this, we will be writing up a first version of any vision so that 
we can consult widely with our members, church groups and the wider 
community. 
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We recognise that communication and creating opportunities for involvement are 
very important and we will be working on these aspects as we go forward so that 
everyone can contribute their thoughts. 

We would again emphasise that no decisions are yet taken about the detail of 
what we will be doing; options are to be presented by the architects for the 
church to decide upon. 

That is just a brief summary of where we are now. Our Minister and the Kirk 
Session recognise that this is a long journey that will require huge amounts of 
work and effort. The Kirk Session is very excited about the possibilities that this 
offers and feels that we are following the spirit of the Church of Scotland General 
Assembly 2019 which challenged us all to follow Jesus by taking radical steps to 
make sure we witness effectively to our community, and make sure our buildings 
are equipped to do this well for the future. 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ƴŀȅ ŀƭƭ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭƭȅ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ǾƻƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ DƻŘΩǎ 
ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŜƴŘŜŀǾƻǳǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ άIƛǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ Iƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜέ 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KING EDWARD HALLKEEPER/CHURCH 
OFFICER UPDATE 

Cliff and Jayne Pirie have kindly offered to take 
on the job of Hallkeeper/Church Officer for 

King Edward Community Hall 
and King Edward Parish Church until a suitable 

applicant can be found. 

LŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ōook the hall please contact 
them on 01261 821680 or 
jaynepirie@hotmail.com 

Alternatively email 

kingedwardcommunityhall@gmail.com 
 

mailto:jaynepirie@hotmail.com
mailto:kingedwardcommunityhall@gmail.com
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School Run Café                      Karen Cumming  

It's lovely to welcome our regular families along with new families back to our 
groups again after the summer break. Some of our wee ones from Tots have 
moved on to preschool or school and two of our KidZone boys have moved up to 
the academy. We would like to wish them well as they begin their exciting 
journey. 

I'm very excited to have started the DROP OFF 
and DROP IN "SCHOOL RUN CAFÉ" this term. 

The café is open for parents and carers in our 
community whose children are in Preschool, 
Primary School or the Academy. 

We are open from 8.45am until 10am where 
we have on offer various refreshments, 
butteries, pancakes and scones for the adults 
to help themselves to.  

I'm sure many of us have spent time standing chatting in the playground once 
we've dropped the children off at school come rain or shine. If this is you, why 
not pop in past? Even if your children go off to school on their own come along, 
all are welcome. 

One of our parents told us "It's so nice to just drop the kids off and have some 
ΨmumΩs timeΩ with a lovely bunch....". Another said "It's good to have adult time". 

If you would like more information about any of our groups or activities please 
get in touch. 

Karen is planning an activity morning for primary aged children from  
10.30am on Thursday 17th October. Look out for more details on  

FaceBook and in the bulletin. 
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ADVENT FESTIVAL  

Come and join us for a CHRISTMAS ADVENTure as we 

celebrate Advent in the run up to Christmas. There will be lots 
of fun with exciting activities and services ς something for 
everyone, no matter how young or old!  

 WHEN? Over four weekends before Christmas 
 WHERE? Banff Church Hall and Church 

SATURDAY 30 NOVEMBER   10-12.30 
ANGEL CAKE CAFÉ The café will be open for tea/coffee and angel cakes, there 

will be a craft corner and nativity hunt for children.   

CHURCH Nativity Display in the church when we hope to have Nativity Sets of 

all shapes and sizes on display along with angels from our Knit-an-Angel project.  

BUSY HANDS Drop off any angels you have made, see the angels the group, 

and others, have knitted or bring along your knitting/crocheting/craft project to 
work on. The kettle will be on and there will be angel cakes too! 

ANGELS Find the angels and their message in the shop windows. Dates to be 

confirmed. Prizes will be awarded. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY 1 DECEMBER 

SERVICES  First Sunday of Advent services in King Edward at 9.30am and 

Banff at 11am 

LANTERN PARADE Banff Parish Church, River Church and Macduff Parish 
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Church are joining with the Christmas Lights Group for the switching on of the 
lights at the River Church on the evening of Sunday 1 December. We are planning 
a lantern parade from the River Church to an outdoor carol service by the bridge 
which will be led by Deveron River Brass Band. 
¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻǇŜƴ ΨaŀƪŜ ŀ [ŀƴǘŜǊƴΩ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ όŘŀǘŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ 
confirmed). We are delighted Banff Primary, King Edward Primary and the Boys 
Brigade will be making lanterns and joining us on the parade. If you or any groups 
you know might like to join us, please get in touch. 

 
SATURDAY 7 DECEMBER   10-12.30  
WREATH MAKING Come and make your own 

Christmas wreath with expert advice from our 
local florist Jenni (ex-Butterfly Blooms).  Please 
book as spaces will be limited. The cost of the 
workshop is £25 which will include wreath base, 
holly and other greenery.  Refreshments will be 
served. (There may be an afternoon session if 
required). 

CHURCH Drop in for tea and refreshments, a time of quiet reflection, to see the 

Nativity sets on display and other Christmas displays. 

ANGELS Look out for angels appearing around Banff this weekend. 

SUNDAY 8 DECEMBER 

SERVICES  Second Sunday of Advent services in King Edward at 9.30am and 

Banff at 11am 

 

SATURDAY 14 DECEMBER   10τ12.30 
GINGERBREAD Make your own gingerbread house wrapped in cellophane to 
take home or give as gift. All ages welcome, under 12s must be accompanied by 
an adult. Places must be booked in advance. Cost £6 per house includes 
refreshments. 

CHURCH Drop in for tea and gingerbread, a time of quiet reflection, to see the 

Nativity sets on display and other Christmas displays. Meet and chat with 
members of the Book Club in the church to find out more about their group.  
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SUNDAY 15 DECEMBER  
MESSY CHRISTINGLE & BREAKFAST 
This is an all age event with fun and food for everyone ς age from 
0 ς 100 years. Everyone is welcome to make a Christingle 
followed by breakfast in the hall before the fun Christingle 
service. Join us in the hall from 10am. If you come to church on 
the bus and would like to come along do mention it to the driving 
team who will do their best to arrange transport. 

SERVICES Third Sunday of Advent services in King Edward at 9.30am and 
Christingle service in Banff at 11am 

 

SATURDAY 21 DECEMBER   10τ12.00 
CHRISTMAS CHAOS!  Mums, Dads, grandparents 
looking for a couple of hours to wrap gifts, do some 
shopping? Drop off your child at the hall for a morning 
of fun activities, videos and music. This event is for 
children aged 5-12 years and places must be booked. 

CHURCH Mums, dads, grandparents, everyone looking for a couple of hours quiet 

time? Visit us in the church for a time of quiet reflection and see the beautiful 
display of Nativity sets, angels and other displays. Tea and mincemeat pies 
available. 

SUNDAY 22 DECEMBER 
SERVICES  Fourth Sunday of Advent services in King Edward at 9.30am and 

Banff at 11am 

FAMILY CANDLELIT CELEBRATION SERVICE in Banff Parish Church at 6pm 

followed by refreshments in the hall. 

Details of Christmas week services will be publicised in the next edition of the 
Bridge magazine. 

WANT TO FIND OUR MORE?  SIGN UP FOR A WORKSHOP? 
Call: 01261 818211 (please leave a message and we will get back to you.) 

Email: info@banffparishchurchofscotland.co.uk 
Facebook for updates: Banff and King Edward Parish Churches 

 

mailto:info@banffparishchurchofscotland.co.uk
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A Misunderstanding  

A man was seen running down the centre of Union  
Street, Aberdeen, with his mouth wide open one Sunday  
lunch time. A bobby called him over and asked, "Faet are 
ye deein min, rinnin' doon the sinter o' thaes busy street amang a' the traffic 
wi yer moo wide open?" The chiel replied, "The Meenister haes jist taellt us 
there's a spirit in the air!" 
  

 

Congratulations King Edward Ladies 

It is with a good deal of pleasure that I advise that the ladies of King Edward SWI 
excelled themselves at this year's Turriff Show. Our display depicting the season 
"SUMMER" received a first with a red rosette and three Bests in Show, as well as 
winning the John Grant trophy for their entry of two floral arrangements along 
side a selection of vegetables. Not only this but several of our members did really 
well in the individual entries so "Well Done" to all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


