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Banff & King Edward Parish Churches

www.banffparishchurchofscotland.co.uk



Dear Friends in Banff and King Edward

But now the Lord who created youlQi NI St = &l @ay 52y Qi
ransomed you; | have called you by name; you are mivigen you go through

deep waters and great tidole, | will be with you. When you go through rivers of
difficulty, you will not drown!..For | am the Lord your God, your Saviour, the Holy
One of Isradllsaiah 43 vi3].

| was thinking of these words, # rains came down heavillast weekend.

Bridges closed, fields flooded, roads broken up, travel arrangements wiped out
and more¢ no doubt many problems for farmers, businesses, people church
services were affectedthe LINS 40 @ 4G SNE Q& LINI A4S yA3IK

| was on &andby to take over from Vera for
Sunday services if she could not get
through, but she bravely madeqtas did
many to church one way or another.

Often when major problems occur, we

= wonder at the time howve are going to

- get through this, but somehow rka it
through, and sometimes can look back

' later and see how God helped us,
encouraged us, supported us, often through people around us, andugs Spirit
to keep goingYesthere are times insoluble disaster happens, in our or loved
2y SaQ f ukndmunit? bil thayis tife nature of the world we live in;
floods do happen, evir illnessdoes occur. But we can trusitat whatever we
are facing, God will be with us, if we let Him accompanyisien for guidance
and share togetherWe can thinlof the times Jesus calmed disciples in stolys
His presence and guidanaand they journeyed forwards together

| hope our farmers at thisarvest time
were not too seriously affected; and that
much of the harvest was got in one way
or another? On Suray coming we
= celebrate harvest, and however it has
_+= been this year, we thank God for the
blessings we have been given, ask His

i help for the troubles yet to come, and
seek to share his bountles with others. This year in our school harvest assembly
King Edvard and in messy church in Banff we thought about the issues that are
human in origin, especially climate change, and h@&fdr all of us to respond
and do our bit.




On the cover are two photos of people who have responded positively in
different waysto challengesEleanor Wilsorhas battled cancer bravely and
gracefullyand no doubt many other storms which her fisherman husband passet
through. Last month Eleanor was rightly awarded the Banff Quaich for
outstandingvoluntaryservice to our community. She has been a light for us
amidst many a storm and we thank God for Hara different way, many were
uplifted byKidZone Madhatte® tea partyand show. Such events do not come
without a great deal of effort, stress, tension, and more. But like so many such
SgSyia Ay OKdzZNOK WMayQ g iR I § gogeBeA K 8 ¢
shows Hopefully the stresses involved quickly faded into the background, and
people remain uplifted by holding on to the good created and shafedit was
memories of such past events that encouraged the efforts this time.

Ourchurches peridically face mini storms when for example key people retire or
f S S . | YT T Elindr &ntl Chiarke2SMitiof thieir e bdeShdther
south. 1@ good news for them and their family, but a sadness for our church as
they have been real stalwatbehind much that has gone on for years. Elinor has
been an inspiring, hard working Session Clerk leading us forward in many
initiatives and supporting us all in many ways unse€harlie has been an
excellent chairperson of our children and family wgrkup, safeguarding officer,
communion elder and much more. They will be a big loss, and we are praying
how best to succeed them, but we thank them wholeheartedly and pray for then
Fff D2RQa o0fSaaAy3dad YAYT 9Rg I Nive OKc
just heard thatEveline Finnidhas decided to retire as an Elder, on account of
health grounds. We have greatly valued fvedd O2 Yy U NA 0 dzi A 2y =
gAftf NBYFIAY Ay@d2f SR Ay O2y3aINBIAl A 2)
her and Dog.

Storms will continue to comein church life, not least because we are all getting
older, and we cannot keep running church the way it Wés.will have to adapt

and see how besttokegp K NA Yy 3 D2 RQa&a f Rind&essibryTor LINT
exampled®A RSR y20 G2 €S0 OdzZNNByd waid2 Ny
progress with our explorations into how best to modernise our church and halls
for the future benefit of our church and community, especially generations to
come.King Edward Kirk Sessionts own way is taking the risk of trying again to
have a fun nativity on Christmas eWhether we need big or small stepgd)ope
GKIFGSOSNI GKS ¢Sl GKSNE @&2dz {y296 D2RQ:
face whatever lies ahead, trustitte knows you and will be with you, even

when you cannot see Him.

Yours faithfully, ~ David



Banff and King Edward Parish Churches
Minister: Rev. David I. W. Locke MA M.Sc., BD  Tel: 01261 81210y
email:DLocke@churchofscotland.org.uk
Children and Family WorkeMrs. Karen Cummingrlel: 07484 090127
Pastoral AssistantVera Lumsden  Tel: 07890 865931
email: veralumsden53@gmail.com

Church Office01261 818211
email:info@banffparishchurchofscotland.co.uk

Presentation of Banff Quaich to
church stalwart

If & 2 dzbe@rBeadingthe Banffierecently,
you may havespotteda familiarfacein the
headlines EleanoWilson,well-knownin
Banffand especiallyin KingEdwardchurch,
hasbeenawardedthis & S | Bamff@uaichfor
outstandingvoluntaryservicein the
community.

Eleanorasusedher skillsandtime tirelessly
andgenerouslyto benefit our communties
for over50years.Formanyyearsshewasof
courseour muchlovedorganistand ¥ -
choirmistressat KingedwardChurch aswell asbeing PreS|dentof KlngEdward
Guild.ShesupportedKingEdwardSchoolJeadingsingingpracticewith the
childreneveryweek, aswell asplayingperiodicallyat BanffParishChurchand
regularlyin carehomesandlocalhospitals,for choirs,dancinglessons,
weddings funeralsand muchmore.

Thequaichwasoriginallydonatedby BanffChurchesT ogetherandsoit is
particularly wonderfulto seeit presentedto suchavalued faithful and
inspiringmemberof our churchand community.Well doneand prayerfulbest
wishesto youandyour family, Eleanor!

The deadline for thBecember/January/Februan
Issue of the Bridge is 5pm on Thursddghl
Nowember. Please send your contributions to

TheBridgeBAKE@outlook.com




Buildings Update

This statement was read out in church on two Sundays to update the
congregation on action the Kirk Sessiotaisng regarding our buildings. If you
have any questions, please speak to one of the church Elders in the first place

Over the last few months, thikirk Session and its property committee have been
carefully considering the suitability of our church amalls for mission and usage
for the future. Plans for minor adaptations to our halls were put on hold as we
explored what else needs to be done for the future. There have, for example,
been views that our toilets and kitchens and maybe entrances need six&n
upgrading.

At the Kirk Session meetinan 4th Septemberthere was unanimous support for
taking this further by engaging in an extensivegéapth professional review of

what is required for now and the future. We want to meet the spiritual and
worshp needs of our church for years to come as well as work in partnership wit
local organisations to meet identified needs and help create a vibrant community
with our church at the centre, recognising Je&i@smmand to love thy neighbour.

,2dz YIée IR2BaGUaKA@ YSIY F2N y2oKE

Firstly, we are asking two firms of architects to sketch out possibilities for our
church and halls and possible sources of finance. These are firms that have
extensive experience of working on church buildings and are recommdngded

the central Church of Scotland with whom we will continue to work closely. Once
this work is completed, we will be considering which of the drawings and options
best fits our needs and finances.

{SO2yRteé&z ¢S INBE R2AY 3 |ydésigisfoitieyuluse.3
This means that we are asking a broad range of people from our church and frol
the community for their views on topics such as what does our church stand for,
what characteristics would you like to see develop, how can we support
community development for all ages etc.

Once we have done this, we will be writing up a first version of any vision so tha
we can consult widely with our members, church groups and the wider
community.



We recognise that communication and creating oppoitiés for involvement are
very important and we will be working on these aspects as we go forward so tha
everyone can contribute their thoughts.

We would again emphasise that no decisions are yet taken about the detail of
what we will be doing; options arto be presented by the architects for the
church to decide upon.

That is just a brief summary of where we are now. Our Minister and the Kirk
Session recognise that this is a long journey that will require huge amounts of
work and effort. The Kirk Sessimwvery excited about the possibilities that this
offers and feels that we are following the spirit of the Church of Scotland Genere
Assembly 2019 which challenged us all to follow Jesus by taking radical steps tc
make sure we witness effectively to ccommunity, and make sure our buildings
are equipped to do this well for the future.

t £fSIFasS LINF & F2NJ OKAA OGKIG 6S Yl @& | ff
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KING EDWARBALLKEEPERAURCH
OFFICERPDATE

Cliff and Jayne Pirie have kindly offered to te
on the job of Hallkeeper/Church Officerf
King Edward Community Hall
and King Edward Parish Churettil a suitable
applicant can be found.

LT & 2 dzCQoBk tHe k)l fleade Zontact
them on 01261 821680 or
jaynepirie@hotmail.com

Alternativelyemail
kingedwardcommunityhall@gmail.com



mailto:jaynepirie@hotmail.com
mailto:kingedwardcommunityhall@gmail.com

School Run Céf Karen Cumming

It's lovely to welcome our regular families along with new families back to our
groups again aftethe summerbreak. Some of our wee ones from Tots have
moved on to preschool or school and two of ourXide boys have moved up to
the academy. We would like wish them well as they begin their exciting
journey.

I'm very excited to have started the DROP OE
and DROP IN "SCHOOL RUNEQAI term.

The caé is open for parents and carers in our
community whose children are in Preschool,
Primary School or thAcademy.

We are open from 8.4dmuntil 10amwhere
we have on offer various refreshments, —
butteries, pancakes and scones for the adult“
to help themselves to. ==

I'm sure many of us have spent time standing chatting in the playground once
we've dropped the kildren off at school come rain or shine. If this is ywohy

not pop in pas? Even if your children go off to school on their own come along,
all are welcome.

One of our parents told us "It's so nice to just drop the kids off and have some
hum@ timeCwith a lovely bunch...."Another said "It's good to have adult time".

If you would like more information about any of our groupgsactivities please
get in touch.

Karen is planning an activity morning for primary aged children fjom
10.30amon Thursday 17th October. Look dor more details on
FaceBook and in the bulletin.




ADVENT FESTIVAL /3
@t
Come and join us for@HRISTMASBVENTre as we x Ny
celebrate Advent in theun up to Christmas. There will be lots
of fun with exciting activities and servicesomething for * /S
everyone, no matter how young or old! 5 O

WHEN? Over four weekends before Christmas @ e
WHEREBanff Church Hall and Church

SATURDAY 30 NOVEMBER12.30

ANGEL CAKE CARte café will be open for tea/coffee and angel cakes, there
will be acraft corner and nativity hunt for children.

CHURCHNativity Display in the church when we hope to have Nativity Sets of
all shapesand sizes on display along with angels from our-dniAngel project.

BUSY HAND®rop off any angels you have made, see the angels the group,
and others, have knitted or bring along your knitting/crocheting/craft project to
work on.The kettle will be ormnd there will be angel cakes too!

ANGELSFind the angels and their message in the shop windows. Dates to be
confirmed.Prizes will be awarded.

SUNDAY 1 DECEMBER

SERVICES First Sunday of Advent services in King Edward at 9.30am and
Banff at 11am

LANTERN PARAMManff Parish Church, River Church and Macduff Parish
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Church are joining with the Christmas Lights Group for the switching on of the
lights at the River Church dhe evening of Sunday 1 Decembere¥fe planning

a lantern parade from the River Church to an outdoor carol service by the bridge
which will be led by Deveron River Brass Band.

CKSNBE gAftft 0S 2LISY Wal 1S I [IYISNYyQ
confirmed) We are delighted Banff Primary, King Edward Primary and the Boys
Brigade will be making lanterns and joining us on the parade. If yanygroups
you know might like to join us, please get in touch.

SATURDAY 7 DECEMBER12.30

WREATH MKING Come and make your own  §
Christmas wreath with expert advice from our 2=
local florist Jenni (eButterfly Blooms) Please a2
book as spaces will be limited. The cost of the
workshop is £25 which will include wreath base, %%
holly and other greenery. Refreshments will be
served. (There may be an afternoon session if

required)

CHURCHDrop in for tea and refreshments, a tinof quiet reflection, tasee the
Nativity sets on display and other Christmas displays.

ANGELSLook out for angels appearing around Banff this weekend.

SUNDAY 8 DECEMBER

SERVICES Second Sunday of Advent services in King Edward at 9.30am an
Banff at 11am

SATURDAY 14 DECEMBER 12.30

GINGERBREAMake your own gingerbread house wrapped in cellophane to
take home or give as gifAll ages welcome, under 12s must be accompanied by
an adult. Places must be booked in advance. Cost £6 per house includes
refreshments.

CHURCHDrop in for tea and gingerbread, a time of quiet reflection, to see the
Nativity sets on display and other Christmas displays. Meet and chat with
members of the Book Club in the church to find out more about their group.



SUNDAY 15 DECEMBER

MESSY CHRISTINGBEREAKFAST

This is an all age event with fun and food for everygage from

O ¢ 100 years.Everyone is welcome to make a Christingle
followed by breakfast in the hall before the fun Christingle
~ service. Join us in the hall from 10am. If you come to church ol
. the bus and would like to come along do mention it to the driving
team who will do theibest to arrange transport.

SERVICEShird Sunday of Advent services in King Edward at 9.30am and
Christingle service in Banff at 11am

SATURDAY 21 DECEMBEHR 12.00

CHRISTMAS CHAOSMums, Dads, grandparent
looking for a couple of hours to wragifts, do some £/

shopping? Drop 6 your child at the hall for a mornin

of fun activities, videosand music. This event is fo - oid

&

children aged 8.2 years and placasust be booked. &

CHURCHJVums, dads, grandparents, everyone looking for a couple of hours quie
time? Visit us in the church for a time of quiet reflection and see the beautifu
display of Nativity sets, angels and other displayysa and mincemeat pies
available.

SUNDAY2 DECEMBER

SERVICES Fourth Sunday of Advent services in King Edward at 9.30am ar
Banff at 11am

FAMILY CANDLELIT EBERATION SERVI@Banff Parish Church at 6pm
followed by refreshments in the hall.

Details of Christmas week services will be publicised in the next editiire o
Bridge magazine.

WANT TO FIND OUR MORE? SIGN UP FOR A WORKSHOP?
Call: 01261 818211 (please leave a message and we will get back to you.)
Email:iinfo@banffparishchurchofscotland.co.uk
Facebook for updates: Banff and King Edward Parish Churches
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Congratulations King Edward Ladies

It is with a good deal of pleasure that | advise that the ladies of King Edward SW
excelled themselves at this year'sriiff Show.Our display depicting the season
"SUMMER" received a first with a red rosette d@hiee Bests in Showgs well as
winning the John Grant trophy for their entry w¥o floral arrangements along

side a selection of vegetables. Not only this seweral of our members did really
well in the individual entries so "Well Done" to all.

A Misunderstanding

A man was seen running down the centre of Union
Street, Aberdeen, with his mouth wide open one Sunday
lunch time. A bobby called him over and asked, "Faet are
ye deein min, rinnin' doon the sinter o' thaes busy street amang a' the tr
wi yer moo wide open?" The chiel replied, "The Meenister hagesgellt us
there's a spirit in the air!"
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