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Dear Friends in Banff and King Edward,      

The light shines in the darkness .. the true light that gives light to every man was   
coming into the world [John 1 v 5,9]   

And yet at this time of darkening cold winter, it may not feel very bright for 
many of us. As I write, there was reportedly the biggest and brightest moon 
for nearly seventy years in the night sky, as the ‘supermoon’ was at its closest 
since 1948. But I and countless others never saw it; we looked but clouds, 

rain and dreich nights hid it. On the  
other hand, on the Monday night there 
was wonderful sunset and balmy 
weather gently blew in for a few hours. 
Frank Karpyschyn  posted on the church 
facebook a lovely sunset picture he took 
of King Edward church [you will need to 
imagine in this black and white Bridge, 
the sunset colours and the golden light 

reflected back from the church windows!]   

To see the supermoon best, apparently, it has to be the right time and place, 
no clouds, no light pollution, the moon just rising. The trouble is most of us 
don’t get that perfect sight! Yet in truth although we did not see it directly, 
the moon light was still shining through the clouds. It seems some people are 
fortunate to see the light as expected, others can see it reflected through the 
church and people sharing it, but some of us have to keep going through life’s 
trials, looking to the general background light we are given and alert to any 
new glimpses with the help of others.  

Yes, maybe there is a perfect time we might find 
to look for Jesus, when everything in our lives is 
clear and there is nothing else clouding our lives 
but in reality life is always polluted and grey in 
various ways. And yet His light can shine through 
for eyes open and looking on different days and 
ways.  The moon is always the same size; it just 
appears to us as bigger, and at times in its awe-
someness it may make us feel small. But Jesus in 
his awesomeness, comes to make us feel bigger, 
for Christmas tells us we are not alone;  there is a God who cares for us; what 
we have to do is look and wonder and open our hearts  again at the glimpses 
we can see or remember. 

https://www.facebook.com/frank.karpyschyn
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At the Banff  Remembrance day service we were reminded of the hymn, ‘it is 
well with my soul’ written by  Horatio Spafford after his children were 
drowned at sea. Somehow he managed to find peace from God; how?? His 
writings reveal a clue. Firstly he took real comfort from knowing the children 
were not now at the bottom of the sea but risen with Christ in heaven. But 
more, he held on to what he had been taught and knew, even although it 
was a struggle. he says; When peace like a river, attendeth my way, When 
sorrows like sea billows roll; Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say 
It is well, it is well, with my soul. And amidst the trials, he says : for in death 
as in life, You will whisper Your peace to my soul. We need to hang on to 
those tiny whispers  we can hear even in the midst of the struggles; God is 
with you, as you exert your  trust in Him.  

And so even although we may not feel it or see it, Christmas is drawing close 
again to help us see the light of Jesus coming in a way we can again freshly 
see glimpses or hear whispers that God is with us in the vulnerability,     
struggles and greyness of life. And like the church photo, we have to try and 
reflect that light out to others. This year, for the first time churches were  
asked to light a candle on the Sunday before Advent, as a sign of support 
and hope for the ravaged people of Aleppo in Syria. They will not see that 
light, but the lights still shone to remind them and us of the hope Jesus 
brings for us all, and to remind us we have our bit to do to share that hope 
not just with our close ones but also with those needing it further away. This 
perhaps sets the scene for the meaning behind our normal Advent candles.  

I pray that the true peace and joy and hope and light of Jesus shines out 
anew, even in glimpses and whispers, to you again this Christmas, and to the 
many in our community and beyond who so need it in their lives.  

 Happy Christmas everybody   

David 
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Praying Through Advent. 
In church recently, we thought about 
setting ourselves the challenge of 
“Praying Through Advent” – the four 
weeks leading up to Christmas, -   
praying that God’s light would shine 
into the dark places of our world and 
community, as well as our own lives. 

The prayers below can help us to pray 
daily each week for the light of Hope, 
Peace, Love and Joy to make a difference, changing situations and lives for 
the better. Men, women and children come to mind, since all need these life-
changing, spirit-lifting qualities in their lives that Jesus longs for them to       
experience. 

In this busy time of preparing for Christmas, can we add to our “to do” list this 
important work of praying?   Consider it a gift we can give to our world and 
community. 

Here are prayers we may want to use:    

Week 1. (Hope.)   Lord Jesus, You are the Light of the World.  May Your Spirit 
of Hope fill us this Advent as we pray for those who feel hopeless due to home-
lessness, unemployment, poverty, failure, loneliness, or illness in mind or body.  
Shine into their darkness, we pray, that they may see Your light and experience 
Your hope too.                    Amen 

Week 2. (Peace.)   Lord Jesus, You are the Light of the World.  May Your Spirit 
of Peace be with any who feel anxious or afraid, angry or resentful, ill or dis-
tressed, weak and helpless.  Shine into their darkness, we pray, that they may 
experience the peace that is beyond understanding, helping them to know that 
You are with them.              Amen. 

Week 3. (Love.)   Lord Jesus, You are the Light of the World.   May Your Spirit 
of Love break through the apathy, opposition, hatred and violence prevalent in 
our world.  Shine into the world’s darkness, we pray, and make us ready for 
Your coming.                          Amen. 

Week 4. (Joy.)   Lord Jesus, You are the Light of the World.  May Your Spirit of 
Joy give us strength for each day, to help us as we wait for the whole earth to 
see and acknowledge all that Jesus alone offers us.   Amen. 
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Banff and King Edward Parish Churches Christmas Meal 

The joint congregational Christmas meal will be held in Banff Church 
Hall on Friday, 9th December at 6pm for 6.30pm.   

To book please add your name and your choice of menu to the sheets 
at the back of both churches or call the church office on 01261 818211. 
The meal will be two courses followed by tea or coffee at a cost of £15. 
Bookings and payment should be made by the end of November. 

This celebration of Christmas is a relaxed social time for both churches 
to get together and share a meal. Members and non-members are very 
welcome. 

 

MENU 

Chicken Breast filled with oatmeal stuffing and wrapped in Bacon  
with cranberry and orange gravy 

or 
Smoked Haddock Mornay 

Both served with seasonal veg and potatoes 

A Trio of Puddings 

Tea/Coffee  

"You can't have a perfect day without doing something for    

someone who'll never be able to repay you." 

"It is more blessed to give than to receive." ~Acts 20:35 
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   IS THERE A ‘W’  IN CHRISTMAS? 
Each December, I vowed to make Christmas a calm and peaceful experience. I 
had cut back on nonessentials...extensive card writing, endless baking,          
decorating, and even overspending. 

Yet still, I found myself exhausted, unable to appreciate the precious moments, 
and of course, the true meaning of Christmas. My son, Nicholas, was in nursery 
that year. It was an exciting season for a six year old. For weeks, he'd been 
memorising songs for his school's show. I didn't have the heart to tell him I'd 
be working the night of the production. Unwilling to miss his shining moment, 
I spoke with his teacher. She assured me there'd be a dress rehearsal the    
morning of the presentation. All parents were welcome to come then.  

So, the morning of the dress rehearsal, I found a chair in the hall and sat down.  

Each class, accompanied by their teacher, sat cross-legged on the floor. Then, 
each group, one by one, rose to perform their song. 

Because the public school system had long stopped referring to the holiday as 
"Christmas," I didn't expect anything other than fun, entertainment…. 
…...songs of reindeer, Santa Claus and good cheer. So, when my son's class 
rose to sing, "Christmas Love," I was slightly taken aback by its bold title. 

Nicholas and his classmates were adorned in fuzzy mittens and red sweaters. 
Those in the front row held up large letters, one by one, to spell out the title 
of the song. 

As the class would sing "C is for Christmas," a child would hold up the letter C. 
Then, "H is for Happy," and on and on, until each child holding up his portion 
had presented the complete message, "Christmas Love." 

The performance was going smoothly, until suddenly, we noticed her; a small, 
quiet, girl in the front row holding the letter "M" upside down-totally unaware 
her letter "M" appeared as a "W". The audience smiled and giggles at this 
little one's mistake. But she had no idea they were laughing at her, so she 
stood proudly holding her "W". 

Although many teachers tried to shush the children, the laughter continued 
until the last letter was raised, and we all saw it together. A hush came over 
the audience and eyes began to widen. In that instant, we understood the 
reason we were there, why we celebrated the holiday in the first place, why 
even in the chaos, there was a purpose for our festivities. 

For when the last letter was held high, the message read loud and clear: 

 "CHRISTWAS LOVE" - and HE STILL IS! 

May you know his love and peace this Christmas. 
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KING EDWARD  

CALENDAR  

We will have our 2017          
calendar for sale soon with a 
selection of interesting       
recipes from King Edward 

and  other Scottish recipes . 
A perfect gift for Christmas 
at only £5.00.  

 

 

The best gifts to give or        

receive  at Christmas are     

gifts of time and love. 

 

 

“The local church is the hope of the world.  But 

why?  Because when the local church stewards 

the message of Christ, it truly is the hope of the 

world.”   

(Bill Hybels, Willow Creek Community Church, USA.) 

Point to Ponder  

For regular updates on what’s on in Banff and 
King Edward Parish Churches look at our   Face                                                   
Book page and Website. 

www.banffparishchurchofscotland.co.uk 
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CARING AT CHRISTMAS 

On the first day of Christmas my 
true love sent to me a partridge 
in a pear tree……………….only to 
be followed by other imaginative 
gifts for the next eleven days! 

Imagine the Joy of Giving my true love must have felt as these gifts were 
sent off every morning!  Imagine the excitement my true love must have 
felt as the ideas for all these gifts came to mind! Meaningful gifts.        
Personal gifts.  Hand picked with me in mind, my generous true love 
wanted me to feel special and loved, and left with no doubt that I 
mattered.  Christmas is the ideal time for all of us to share that message 
with family and friends who matter to us. 

Perhaps at Christmas, we also like to share that message as we             
experience the Joy of Giving to others around the world.   For example, 
we may like to send Shoe Boxes abroad through Blythswood. 

We may also enjoy sending gifts that can make a lasting difference in 
some developing country : whether it be *soap, nappies, other hygiene 
products, a goat, some chickens, seeds and tools to help a farmer feed 
his family, a mosquito net, a winter coat for a refugee, a kit containing       
bedding or plastic sheeting to keep snug in harsh weather, an emergency 
shelter, a toilet, or food vouchers for a family. 

Or perhaps we like to give packs of coloured pencils and pads of paper 
for use in a country where educational resources are limited, or non-
existent.  Or perhaps we experience the Joy of Giving as we help parents 
there by paying for a child’s uniform, or even a bike to get to school.  
The list is endless, and I’ll give a prize to the person who comes up with 
the best Twelve Days of Christmas song using *any of these items!  
(These and other items are listed in the new Inspire magazine.  Be sure 
to read it.) 

We can experience the Joy of Giving as we remind others that they 
matter to us and to God – who loved the world so much that He gave. 

 



9 

 

And think of the Joy of Receiving as, day after day, I awoke to find the 
turtle doves, and French hens, and calling birds being delivered to my 

door. Even the mess they’d made on my 
doorstep couldn’t diminish the joy I felt 
at receiving such unusual gifts from my 
true love, not to mention five golden 
rings!   The fresh eggs from the geese a-
laying remind me every morning of how 
much I mean to my true love;  and now 
that I’ve dug out a swimming pool in the 
garden for the seven swimming swans, 

I’m able to admire them morning, noon and night.  So relaxing, after 
spending hours building an extension on the side of the house to        
accommodate the eight Maids a-milking, and the dance floor I’ve laid for 
the nine Ladies dancing. 

The ten Lords a-leaping did startle me at first, but the eleven Pipers piping, 
followed by the twelve Drummers drumming, soon took my mind off it. 
If you can’t beat them, join them, so now I leap and sing and dance for 
joy every day, with the Joy of Receiving such personal gifts, reminding 
me of my true love, superseded only by the joy felt at receiving the gift 
of God’s Son Jesus, who has given me the right to become a child of 
God. (John 1:12). 

But even if my true love couldn’t give me any gifts, and I received none, 
the fact that they cared enough to be my “true love” would be enough 
for me.   This Joy of Caring is not something we need money for.   The 
Bible says we can care at Christmas or any time by clothing ourselves 
with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience; by bearing 
with each other, forgiving grievances, and putting on love. (Colossians 3: 
12-14.)  True love – the ability to give it, as well as the blessing of receiving 
it, - is the greatest gift of all. (1 Corinthians 13:13).  

May we all have a wonderful Christmas, whether or not we’re showered 
with expensive or unusual gifts. No money can buy the gift of “true love” 
that cares, and shows it cares, at Christmas and all year round. 

With love and prayers for a peace-filled Christmas,     Vera.       
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Memorial Service 

Banff Parish Church 

Sunday, 15th January at 6.30pm 

 This is a quiet service of remembrance.  

We welcome anyone who feels the loss 

of a loved one, an opportunity to           

remember, reflect and share the pain, for 

we are not alone. 

ALL  WELCOME 

FELLOWSHIP  LUNCH      

We invite you to join us at our Christmas Lunch and/or Fellowship 
Afternoon on Thursday, 1st December in Banff Church Hall. Lunches 
will be served from noon-1.30pm followed by a short Christmas   
Service. At 2pm we will welcome Bill and Joe from Cullen for a     
concert followed by hot mincemeat pies and a cup 
of tea. 
There will be no Fellowship Lunch in January.  Our 
next lunch will be on Thursday, 2ndFebruary in 
the main hall from noon-1.30 pm. We look        
forward to seeing you next year! 

We, the Fellowship Group, wish you all a very  Happy 

Christmas and Best Wishes for 2017 
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Drop in  to see Lillian at her office 

(via the hall door) for a chat and a cuppa                        

Thursdays 1-4pm 

To contact Lillian:call/text 07484 090 127 

Email: lilianbanff@gmail.com 

 Banff Parish Church 
Children and Family Worker 
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Sunday 4th December -  MORNING WORSHIP 

A L L - A G E  F A M I L Y  S E R V I C E  

9.30 am in King Edward, 11 am in Banff 

Evening Service in Banff Church Hall  at 6.30pm  
*********************************************************** 

Sunday 11th December -  MORNING WORSHIP 

9.30 am in King Edward, 11 am in Banff 
*********************************************************** 

Sunday 18th  December  

9.30am in King Edward  -  11 am in Banff 

Sunday 18th December - 6.30 pm in Banff Church 

CANDLELIT  ALL  AGE  FAMILY  SERVICE 

JOIN US FOR TEA AND MINCEMEAT PIES AFTER THE SERVICE 

*********************************************************** 

Monday 19th December  

King Edward Primary School Christmas Service 

King Edward Church at 1.30pm 

Members of the congregation are welcome 
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Tuesday 20th December  

Banff Primary School Christmas Service 

9.30 am in Banff Parish Church  

Members of the congregation are welcome 

*********************************************************** 

Saturday 24th  December  7pm in King Edward Church 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE  

Informal Carol singing at 6.45 pm   

JOIN US FOR TEA AND MINCEMEAT PIES AFTER THE SERVICE 

Saturday  24th December in Banff Church 

W A T C H N I G H T  SE R V I C E  

11.15 pm Carol singing      11.30 Watchnight Service 

*********************************************************** 

Sunday 25th December in Banff Church at 10 am 

C H R I S T M A S  D A Y  S E R V I C E  

short informal service for all 

********************************************************* 

Sunday  1st January -  MORNING WORSHIP 

11 am in Banff 
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Dear Friends in Banff and King Edward,      

Approaching Christmas always requires preparation. Luke tells us at 
the beginning of his gospel that preparation is important in God’s plan 
as we see God’s angel Gabriel visiting Zechariah and Mary to prepare 
for the coming of Jesus. 

Zechariah was a priest, he was a righteous man and his job was to 
teach about God and lead people to repentance and worship. Howev-
er, when he himself was visited by the angel Gabriel his reaction was 
one of doubt. Perhaps he depended on his own knowledge too much? 
Perhaps he tried to understand or figure it all out? We don’t really 
know but for whatever reason it shows that training, position, experi-
ence and religious credentials do not guarantee that we will listen to 
or obey God. God did not want Zechariah to communicate this doubt 
to those close to him so he made him mute. Perhaps this is a sign to 
us that our doubts and fears can be detrimental to God’s plan as he 
tries to nurture faith. 

Mary had no credentials, she probably could not even read. When the 
angel appeared to her she was puzzled and frightened but her          
reaction was very different to Zechariah’s. Mary did not doubt but 
believed, and asked 
Gabriel how it would 
come to be. Amid her       
apprehension this 
young girl was available 
and willing to receive 
what God had to give, 
and it would change 
her future forever. 
Mary’s   response was 
to say “I am the Lord’s 
servant, May it be to me as you have said”.  Mary showed us that those 
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We invite you to join us for fun, 
games, celebration and food at our 
Messy Church Christmas Party on 
Friday 2nd  December at 5pm in 
Banff Church Hall.  

A L L  W E L C O M E  

 

who are ready and willing to follow God in faith are ordinary and often 
very young people, she was clearly a very godly girl who was open to 
being led by the Spirit of God. Her response was to sing a song of 
praise to God and give him glory as she quoted from the scriptures she 
had learned and kept in her heart. 
 
As we and our families head into preparation for Christmas, let us      
remember that it was the young girl Mary who had a heart open to 
God and was available in service to be the mother of our Lord. God 
calls young people and sometimes we older folk can learn from their 
response, faith and ministry. As we go into a new year God promises 
that his Spirit will prepare and guide. My prayer is that 2017 will be a 
year when we respond like Mary, being open to God, and no matter 
how impossible it seems or how much change it will bring that we can 
each say as she did “I am the Lord’s servant”. 

With love in Christ 

    Lillian 

"One of the things I keep learning is that the secret of being 

happy is doing things for other people." ~Dick Gregory 
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KING EDWARD GUILD 
We don’t meet in December but will look forward to meeting again on 
Thursday, 5th January 2017 when Lillian Brown, Children and Family 
Worker at Banff Parish Church will speak on the Guild Theme.  

Everyone is welcome to come along to the meetings which are held in 
the hall at 7.30pm. 

KNIT  FOR  PEACE 

The Knit for Peace group 
held its last meeting for this 
year on 19th November 
when we boxed up three 
hundred and fifty seven 
items knitted  between April 
and November for onward 
shipment to Knit for Peace 
HQ in London.  

The list consists of:  

112, children's sweaters, 11 
premature baby hats and 
mitts, 4 adult sweaters, 6 
pairs children's socks,  5 
pairs baby socks, 17 pairs adult socks, 35 blankets, 44 children's hats, 
15 hat and scarf sets, 2 hat, scarf and mitt sets, 12 twiddlemuffs, 2   
baby sweaters, 84 baby hats and 8 mitts and bootee sets.  

A HUGE thank you to all those who have knitted, crocheted, donated 
wool or  needles, made tea, set out tables, made sure the hall was 
warm or in any other way supported us through the year.  It all begins 
again in January!! 

We are hopeful of getting the boxes south by DHL, but if there is any-
one out there with a van or removal going to London and could take 
nine boxes please could they contact Lynne on 01466 781135. 
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FOOD BAG MINISTRY  

There are people in our community 
who, for whatever reason, may be     go-
ing through a difficult time. Some fami-
lies are having to choose between food 
and heating—can you help?  There is a 
box at the back of Banff Parish  church if 
you would like to donate items. Food 
should be non-
perishable and well 
within sell-by date.  
If you would like to     
donate but can’t 
come to church 
please  speak to your 
elder or call the 
church office 
(818211) 

COFFEE AND COMPANY 
Banff Church Hall  - Thursdays 2 - 4 pm 

Open to anyone in our community who would 
like to pop in for a cuppa and a chat                           

and/or game of dominoes.                                  
Note: there will be no Coffee and Company on Thurs 22nd & 29th Dec. 

BLYTHSWOOD  

If  you are unable to take goods to the Blythswood containers in Banff 
or Macduff, please contact Ron Smith  on  01261 815440. 

 

STAMPS 

Our used 
stamps are  
now given 
to Cancer 
Research. 
This is  such 
a worthwhile cause. There 
is a box at the back of the 
church for your stamps. 
Leave a half centimetre of 
envelope around the stamp 
when you cut them out. 
Foreign coins can also raise 
money for Christian Aid. 
There is  a  collection box for 
coins at the back of the 
church.  
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Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past.  See, I am doing a new 
thing!  Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?  I am  making a way in the   
wilderness.  [Isaiah 43:18-19] 

TIPPING MY HAT TO THE NEW CONSTITUTION 
 
 
 
The Kirk Session has carefully considered the best structure for putting into practice 
the Unitary Constitution agreed at the Stated Annual Meeting this year, and has    
decided to establish five groups: Outreach, Worship &  Discipleship, Fellowship &  
Service, Resources and Pastoral Care.  In this article, Resources Convener Jim Buchan 
introduces the Unitary Constitution, highlighting how the new Resources Group is 
setting about its remit. 

Change management featured, in one way or another, throughout my career, particularly 
my many years in the public sector.  Some changes were hard, others less so; some 
were welcome, others less so.  

Thus, it was my privilege to present the recommendation to adopt the Unitary     
Constitution, and my pleasure to see that recommendation unanimously agreed. 

That decision worked its way expeditiously through the necessary Church bureaucracy, 
and the General Assembly issued us with our new Constitution on 14 June 2016. 

What does the Unitary Constitution entail? 
For some reason, the words of “Won’t Get Fooled Again” – a 1971 hit for The Who – 
keep running through my mind, and in a way, they define the context: 

I'll tip my hat to the new constitution, Take a bow for the new revolution 
Smile and grin at the change all around, Pick up my guitar and play 

Just like yesterday, Then I'll get on my knees and pray … 

Put simply, the “new constitution” does away with the strict division of responsibilities 
between the Kirk Session and the Congregational Board.  That, if you like, is the “new 
revolution”.  However, the Kirk Session is enabled – indeed expected – to delegate  
responsibilities to smaller groups.  To an extent, the former Constitution did this by 
vesting financial and temporal affairs in the Congregational Board, but that demarcation 
was rigid and inflexible.  The Unitary Constitution – both in spirit and in letter - is 
more adaptable, enabling decisions to be taken – and implemented – more quickly.  
This ought to be cause to “smile and grin at the change all around” 

So what has happened to the Congregational Board? 
Under the old constitution, the Church’s “financial and other temporal affairs” were 
“vested” in the Congregational Board.  Basically, the Board has morphed into the       
Resources Group. Session has seen fit to appoint me as Resources Convener.  

So, for the moment, and “just like yesterday”, the Resources Group is constituted half-
and-half elders and non-elders.  We will, however, be keeping this under review, to 
ensure that the Resources Group is, and remains, fit for purpose. 
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What does the new Resources Group do? 
Through Resources, we will seek to ensure we have the appropriate financial, physical 
and legal resources including appropriate church buildings to facilitate the aims of the 
church. 

For a start, this is a more helpful definition than “financial and other temporal affairs”, 
while at the same time being more flexible. In practice, the intention is for the Resources 
Group to operate more-or-less autonomously.  It will look after the Church’s finances 
and properties, including the attendant civil law requirements: charity law, employ-
ment relations, public liability, health and safety, etc.–referring-back to Session only 
when necessary.   

And how will the Resources Group operate? 
As Resources Convener, I will chair meetings of the Group.  Irene Tewnion acts as 
Clerk.  At the moment, the Group is on a learning curve, getting to grips with its new 
remit. In time, however, the intention is to devolve specific areas of    responsibility to 
three Sub-Groups: Finance, Property and Communications. 

What do the Sub-Groups Do? 
Finance 
Treasurer Trevor Leuty will be convener of the Finance Sub-Group, which will have 
responsibility for: Stewardship of Money; Free Will Offering; Funding (i.e. sourcing 
grant-funding) and Fundraising.  

The Finance Sub-Group has started its work, and will shortly be embarking on a      
stewardship campaign.  Watch this space. 
Property  
Ian Cameron and Ron Smith are joint Property Conveners – and have seamlessly 
transferred across from their former role under the old Board.  Their Sub-Group is 
responsible for: Properties and Grounds; Health & Safety; and Hall (including the    
volunteer Hall-keeping Team). 

A concise description of what is, in fact, a demanding remit. 

Communications  
Church Secretary Janet Simpson will convene this Sub-Group, which draws together 
these functions: Bridge; CD Ministry; Website & Facebook; Bulletin; Publications;    
Audio-Visual; and Life and Work. 

How often does the Resources Group and its sub-groups meet? 
The Resources Group intends to meet quarterly.  The Sub-Group Conveners will call 
meetings as and when required.  

How Can Members of the Congregation Raise Resource Items With a Sub-Group? 

Members of the Congregation should feel free to speak to me, Irene, Trevor, Ian,    
Ron or Janet.   
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BRIDGE MAGAZINE 

The February Bridge will be a  Banff Special. Please give 
some thought to articles you would like to submit and 
hand them to the Editor  by Sunday, 15th January 2017 

Articles can be emailed to rjs.simpson@btinternet.com.  Please      
include ‘Bridge’ in the subject line. 

CHRISTMAS CONCERTS  

 BANFF PARISH CHURCH 

Deveron Singers  Christmas Concert in 

Banff  Parish Church on Saturday, 3rd      

December at 7.30pm.   Tickets are         

available from Choir    Members- adults £6 

and  children £3.  Refreshments   available   

during interval. 

 

 Deveron River Brass Band  Christmas 

Concert by Junior and Senior bands 

on Saturday, 10th December in Banff 

Parish Church at 7.30pm.                  

Refreshments  available during              

interval. 



21 

 
CHRISTMAS SWEETS 

Coconut Bauble Truffles 

250g Madeira cake crumbs  85g chopped apricots (ready to eat) 
25g desiccated coconut  125 ml condensed milk 
14og desiccated coconut to decorate (different food colourings) 
 
Put cake crumbs into bowl add apricots and coconut. Mix together with the 
cake. Stir in the condensed milk and mix well with a wooden spoon until all the 
cake crumbs, coconut and apricots are sticky.  Roll the mixture into small balls 
place them on trays and leave in the fridge for at least 30 minutes.   
Divide coconut into three bags and add a few drops of different colouring to 
each, shake the bag well. One by one add each truffle into one of the bags and 
shake until covered in coconut. Chill for at least two hours. 

 

Apple & Cranberry Chutney 

1kg cooking apples, peeled & chopped 500g eating apple chopped 
450g onion, sliced    50g fresh ginger, chopped 
1 tsp peppercorns    500g sugar 
250ml cider vinegar    500g cranberries 
 
Place all ingredients except cranberries in a large pan, heat gently, stirring until 
the sugar dissolves. Bring to boil, reduce heat and simmer, uncovered for 
about 50 mins, stirring regularly until the mixture has thickened and no watery 
juice remains. 

Add cranberries, cook for a further 10 mins until just softened but not burst. 

Spoon hot chutney into sterilized jars and seal.  Chutney will keep for 6 
months. 

"If you can't feed a hundred people, then just feed one." 

~Mother Teresa~ 
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We remember with sadness, the following members who have 
died and those whose funerals were conducted on behalf of King       
Edward and Banff Parish Churches 

 Joan Ellis, Myrus Circle, Macduff 
David Hook, Banff Care Home, Banff 
Joan Winton, Dunlugas, Turriff 
Margaret Hencken, Doo’cot View, Banff 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I 
will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they 
comfort me. 

Ministry of Flowers 
We are grateful to the following who will donate flowers to beautify  

Banff Church during December 

4th December Mrs I. Tewnion 
11th December Miss M. Henderson & Mrs J Clark 
18th December Mr S Pratt & Mrs M Sissons 
 
The Flower Group would like to thank all who have been on the 
flower list this year. Thanks also to all who put donations into the flower box 
at the back of the church.  Your continued support is much appreciated as 
are the flowers folk receive each week. These flowers remind them that they 
are in our thoughts. The flower list for next year will be at the back of the 
church soon. 

We take this opportunity to wish everyone a                                                                  

Merry Christmas and  Happy and Healthy New Year. 

ORIGAMI WORKSHOP 

Want to try a new craft?  We hope to have an origami taster session 

soon. If you are interested in coming along please speak to  Janet  

Simpson TEL: 01261 818211 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=flower+clipart&view=detailv2&qpvt=flower+clipart&id=81C58A1BB1C010AD2E9BA95F00FC66333B1B2A30&selectedIndex=2&ccid=dF7LVAwT&simid=607993162056403875&thid=OIP.M745ecb540c13f98bdefe739f01c2fbf9H0
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BANFF PARISH CHURCH OF SCOTLAND - Charity No SC015501 

Minister: Rev David I W Locke MA M.Sc., BD    Tel: 01261 812107 
Children and Family Worker: Lillian Brown  Tel: 07484 090 127 

Pastoral Assistant: Vera Lumsden      Tel 07890 865 931 

Session Clerk Mrs Elinor Smith 815782 

Worship & Discipleship  Ministerial Team               (Contact details above)  

Fellowship & Service Co-ordinator Mrs Rosie Blanchard 861029 

Outreach Co-ordinator Mrs Moira Gess 815147 

Resource Group   Mr Jim Buchan  

Pastoral Care Group Mrs Mary Cameron 812716 

Communion Elder Mr Charlie Smith 815782 

Safeguarding Co-ordinator Mr Charlie Smith 815782 

Roll Keeper Mr Donald Galloway  

Sunday Club Contact Mrs Lillian Brown 07484090127 

Church Officer Mr Gordon Mustard 861545 

Property Convenor Ron Smith  &  Ian Cameron                      815440 812716 

Hall Keeping Team Contact  Church Office 818211 

Magazine Editor Mrs Janet Simpson 843221 

Organist Mr Stephen Pratt 833113 

Church Secretary Mrs Janet  Simpson 843221 

Life and Work Convener Mrs Moira Ingram 812393 

Flower Convener Mrs Pat McLennan 815737 

Resource Group  Clerk Mrs Irene Tewnion       

Treasurer/Gift Aid Convener Mr Trevor Leuty 821282 

FWO Treasurer Mrs Moira Gess 815147 

Church Office janetsimpson@banffparishchurchofscotland.co.uk 818211 

KING EDWARD CHURCH - Char ity No SC015077  

Session Clerk Mrs Margaret Brown 821316 

Roll Keeper Mrs Nancy Simpson                                     01888  568602 

Treasurers Mr Albert Hay &  Mrs Sandra French  

Fabric Convener Mr Eric Wilson 832951 

Church Officer/Hall Keeper Mr Frank Schapitz 821123 

Organist Mrs Eleanor Wilson 818240 

Flower Convener Mrs Isobel Smith 821348 

Guild President Mrs Eleanor Wilson 818240 

Hall Committee President Mrs Jayne Pirie 821680 
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Thurs Dec 1st Noon Christmas Lunch in Banff Church Hall (see P10) 

Fri Dec 2nd 5pm Christmas Messy Church (see P15 ) 

Fri Dec 2nd 7.30pm Youth Drop-in 

Sat Dec 3rd 7.30pm Deveron Singers Concert (see P20) 

Tues Dec 6th 2.15pm Service in Doo’cot View 

Wed Dec 7th 7pm Banff  Kirk Session Meeting in Lower Hall 

Fri Dec 9th 6 for 6.30pm Joint Churches Christmas Meal (see P5 ) 

Sat Dec 10th 7.30pm Deveron River Brass Band Concert (see P20) 

    

SEE  PAGE 12  & 13 FOR  CHRISTMAS SERVICE AND ACTIVITIES 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Banff and King Edward Parish Churches  
 

 

 

Banff Parish Church - Charity No. SC 015501  King Edward Parish Church - Charity No. SC 015077 

Minister: Rev David I W Locke MA M.Sc., BD    Tel: 01261 812107 
email:davidlockerev@yahoo.co.uk 

Children and Family Worker: Lillian Brown   Tel  07484090127 
Pastoral Assistant: Vera Lumsden      Tel 07890865931 

Church Office 01261 818211 

“Never underestimate the power of a touch, a smile, a kind word, a     

listening ear, an honest compliment, or the smallest act of caring...all of 

which have the potential to turn a life around."  


